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When emergency health disasters strike, they do so in such a way that they greatly affect the population's health. There is a crisis in the health sector on what it means to be fully prepared to curb such disasters. Health pandemics strike when they are not in any way expected. An example is a Covid-19 pandemic which has greatly affected different countries of the world in terms of their livelihood. There is therefore a need to evaluate how different countries are prepared in dealing with pandemics
Best Practices for Emergency Response Plans
[bookmark: _Hlk68322958]	Countries should ensure that they invest in various plans geared towards managing the occurrence of any pandemic. One such plan that may help fight pandemics is expanding the partnerships between the private and public sectors. There has been fragmentation in the pandemics that have occurred in the past. As such, there is a need for collaboration if infectious diseases are to be fought successfully. There are a lot of inventions that have been made in the private sector. Therefore, the ministries of health should take advantage and work in unity to ensure the best outcome is achieved (Cohen et al., 2020).
	Additionally, new technologies should be adopted in curbing pandemics. There a lot of innovations that may be made through involving technology that may go a long way to address the problem, for instance, there should be connections between the health care providers and the patients through mobile telecommunications. This may help in the detection and acting against pandemic outbreaks. Through this, there will be a creation of an additional layer of fighting a pandemic in case of an outbreak (Cohen et al., 2020). 
	The third practice for the emergency response plan is the training of the health care workers. The health care providers should be equipped with the skills on how to recognize signs and symptoms. Acceleration of any infectious disease results from the refusal of communities to seek medication or employ the necessary measures that would prevent the disease from spreading further. Where the healthcare workers are trained, they would be able to collect data as well as educate the communities about the role they are required to play to contain the spread of the disease (Cohen et al., 2020). 
Key Activities of Saudi Arabia And New Zealand’s Emergency Response
[bookmark: _Hlk68323072]Before the outbreak of Covid-19, Saudi Arabia had experienced an outbreak by the name MERS-COV in 2015. It was during this outbreak that changes were made in the health care system so that it would be possible to deal with any other outbreak that would occur in the future. From these changes, measures were employed to curb the spread of Covid-19. One such measure included telephonically screening patients who needed to visit hospitals. Health care workers were also screened and the visiting hours were restricted tightly such that no one would visit during odd hours. The clinics that were nonessential were converted into operating virtually while others were closed.  The procedures which were not emergency were postponed to later dates. This was all about reducing and preventing interactions among patients, hospital workers, and members of their families (Broer, 2020). 
	The ministry of health ensured that measures and procedures for isolation were followed to the latter. Announcements were made and circulations of memos were made in ensuring that the hospital workers had full knowledge of what had to be done. There was the isolation of cancer patients who were at higher risk. Personal protective gears were availed in abundance. Additionally, there was a postponement of chemotherapy procedures for patients who were not in critical conditions. Video conferencing was the mode by which all meetings were held. The education targeted to patients and the families were done online. Other measures put in place included lockdowns, strict washing of hands, as well as wearing face masks (Broer, 2020). 
	On the other hand, New Zealand employed such measures as washing hands, staying home, sneezing into an elbow, stoppage of handshakes and hugs as well as keeping a distance from others. Additionally, mass gatherings were all restricted, assessment of people's health such as checking their temperatures, there would be no travel into the country for those that had moved out of the country in the past few days. There was also self-isolation of people suspected to exhibit the symptoms of Covid-19 (Broer, 2020).  
Key Agencies Involved in Combating the Spread of Covid-19
[bookmark: _Hlk68323178]	In both Saudi Arabia and New Zealand, several agencies showed outstanding efforts in fighting the battle against the COVID-19 pandemic. One such agency was the World Health Organization. The organization played a vital role in sharing information and technical know-how throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. For instance, it provided reliable information thereby eliminating the myths that people held concerning the pandemic. It also helped to ensure that important tools were delivered to the frontline workers to protect them. Such tools included personal protective equipment. The WHO also took the initiative to teach and mobilize health care workers. In both countries, teaching was done online (Binnicker, 2020). 
	Also, governments in both cases played a very important role. Both the national and the local governments were responsible for the implementation of the directives whose intention was to enforce physical distancing, stimulation of the economy, and addressing the shortages of the medics. Without the governments, it would be harder for the citizens to observe the laid down measures. The government’s task was to ensure that the guidelines were followed for the safety of all individuals to be guaranteed. Healthcare workers were also agents in the fight against the pandemic. They risked their lives to take care of Covid-19 patients. They faced mental stress and others succumbed to death in the process of taking care of the patients after contracting the disease.   These agencies worked for hand in hand for their strategies to work out. For example, whereas the WHO guided the countries on the measures, it was the responsibility of the government to enforce them (Binnicker, 2020). 
Effectiveness of the Response
[bookmark: _Hlk68323351]	According to Baker, et al., (2020), on 8th June 2020, New Zealand announced that the country's last person who had been confirmed to be having Covid-19 had recovered from the virus. It was thus evident that measures are undertaken such as physical distancing, a large number of testing, as well as contact-tracing, had effectively worked for the country. This achievement may be considered extra-ordinary in the health sector because the citizens responded positively towards the directives given by the agencies. Despite this achievement, there is an area that the country ought to have improved. After the country was declared Covid-19-free, several more cases were reported afterward. This means that an assumption had been made that everybody in the country. In the future, the country should confirm the defeat of the pandemic through testing massively. 
	Likewise, in Saudi Arabia, people responded positively to the requirements of WHO in an effort of containing the disease. They disregarded the myths communicated through social media platforms. This helped in having a deeper understanding of the disease. Consequently, the citizens were able to curb the spread. They also obeyed other measures such as social distancing. However, if such an outbreak occurs again in the future, the country should be fast at reacting more than it did. They should enforce the measures as early as the first case is identified (Baker, et al., 2020). 
Resources that Countries Should Have to be Prepared for a Pandemic.
[bookmark: _Hlk68323454]	Ineffective handling of any future pandemic outbreak, there are resources that all countries of the world should ensure they have such as medical facilities. These will provide both isolation centers as well as treatment rooms. From Covi-19's pandemic, it is clear that some patients are lacking beds as a result of the ones available filling up. Countries should invest heavily in the facilities and equip them adequately to be prepared for any future (Nisar, 2021).
	Human resource is also another one that governments in different countries should invest in. Staffing has been a big problem in the entire period of the pandemic. The few available healthcare workers are poorly remunerated especially in poor countries. As such, strikes have been evident in the middle of the crisis. There is, therefore, a need for the government to ensure that their welfare is well catered for. Countries should also invest adequately in science and research projects. Doctors should be trained on effective skills such that where an outbreak occurs, they can research on the outbreak and come up with scientific data which may be useful in either containing the virus or developing a vaccine the soonest possible. Where a vaccine may be developed within a short period, many negative effects will be avoided (Nisar, 2021). 
	In conclusion, the best cure for pandemics is the realization that it spikes from one point and spreads to a wider geographical region. If appropriate measures and practices are carried out, the pandemic may be arrested at the point of origin. This depends on the preparedness of all countries of the world because it is now a global region where people of different countries interact. There should be unity among governments if this battle is to be successful.
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